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Commissioner Fonteno is committed to his

constituents. Not only does he touch the lives
of many underprivileged boys and girls, he
has an unwavering commitment to our senior
citizens.

He is the founder and developer of various
outstanding senior citizen programs in Harris
County’s Precinct Two, including East Harris
County Senior Citizens, a non-profit corpora-
tion. The East Harris County Senior Citizens
sponsors various activities throughout the
year, including, trips to sporting events and
the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo. An-
other popular activity is the Senior Citizen
Olympics, which is held annually. These fun-
filled events have provided both social and
physical interaction among senior citizens. In
addition, 280 food baskets are provided to
senior citizens during the holiday.

Commissioner Jim Fonteno also spent much
time in developing the the well-being of our
youth. The East Harris County Youth Program,
which he founded, is dedicated to serving, the
needs of Harris County Precinct Two youth.
The program originated as a pilot program
comprised of a summer camp at J.D. Walker
Community Center and an after-school pro-
gram at Cloverleaf Elementary School.

The single most important role of the East
Harris County Youth Program is to serve as a
vehicle that makes learning fun. Designed to
be a resource, not a substitute for school sys-
tems, the program is a strong proponent of
students staying in school. Although academic
achievements receive top priority, the East
Harris County Youth Program also puts an
emphasis on physical activity.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that we will have a
tremendous void as the result of Commis-
sioner Fonteno’s retirement. I am sure that I
speak for many when I say that his tireless
work will not soon be forgotten, and we are all
thankful to him. I would like to personally wish
him and his wife JoAnn well in this new stage
of their lives, and hope that he continues to be
a strong presence in Harris County.

f
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Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call the House’s attention to one of the agricul-
tural success stories of the last decade. I refer
to this nation’s poultry trade with Mexico, a
trade that has benefited both nations tremen-
dously and that today finds itself charting new
paths for the future.

Mexico in the late 1980s emerged as an im-
portant new market for U.S. poultry products.
Mexican meat processors began buying large
quantities of turkey and chicken cuts, including
mechanically de-boned meat, from the United
States. Much of this poultry meat was used to
make the sausage, hot dogs, bologna and tur-
key ham products demanded by Mexican con-
sumers.

There was for a time a concern that NAFTA
might slow this progress. The agreement was
written in the infancy of the U.S.-Mexican
poultry trade, and NAFTA’s authors did not
foresee the explosion in Mexican demand for
U.S. poultry. The agreement set a quota for
duty-free poultry exports to Mexico that was

far too small and set the over-quota tariff at a
staggering initial rate of 269 percent. In fact,
that over-quota tariff does not drop below 49.4
percent until it ultimately is removed in 2002.

Fortunately, the fears raised by NAFTA
were not realized. The Mexican government
has recognized the demand for poultry and
has allowed a much higher level of duty free
poultry imports than NAFTA requires. The re-
sults of this policy have been spectacular—
and the primary beneficiary has been the
Mexican economy and the Mexican people.

Mexico’s processed meat industry has dou-
bled during the last five years and now cre-
ates jobs—directly or indirectly—for 290,000
people. Annual sales of processed meat, in-
cluding processed poultry products, have
reached $1.3 billion annually and are climbing.
The consumption of meat protein products in
Mexico has increased significantly, and the
cost to Mexican consumers has been kept
low.

Obviously, this has made the Mexican mar-
ket a critical one for the U.S. poultry industry.
Mexico now purchases about 10 percent of all
U.S. poultry, and is the third largest export
market for American poultry. For the turkey in-
dustry, the market is even more significant.
Mexico is by far the biggest purchaser of U.S.
turkey, consuming almost 10 percent of all the
turkey produced in the United States and ac-
counting for 55 percent of all our turkey ex-
ports.

Mr. Speaker, this success story needs to be
continued. Mexico is undergoing historic polit-
ical changes, and indications so far are that
the Fox administration is continuing to main-
tain a positive policy toward poultry imports.
However, there is certain to be continued
pressure on the new government from some
who want to eliminate competition in the mar-
ket for processed meat.

Mexico’s meat processors cannot meet their
consumers’ needs or price expectations with-
out continuing waivers on the NAFTA quotas
for U.S. poultry products. The Mexican gov-
ernment has understood this for the last seven
years, and they are to be commended for put-
ting the broader needs of their nation’s con-
sumers and the entire economy ahead of pa-
rochial political considerations. Also, our Agri-
culture Department and the Office of the
Trade Representative are to be congratulated
for the time and attention they devote to en-
suring fair and open trade between our two
countries.

The U.S. and Mexican poultry and meat
processing industries recognize the impor-
tance of continuing this trade relationship. The
two industries are signing an agreement
pledging to work with their respective govern-
ments for a policy of open and unrestricted
trade of poultry products.

As we wait for that goal to become a reality,
we want to express our appreciation for the
hard work of the Mexican government and our
own trade officials for the accomplishments to
this point in promoting prosperous poultry
trade between our two countries.
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Vince Cosmano on his retirement and the 30
years of service he has given to O’Fallon
Township High School in O’Fallon, Illinois.

The second of five children, born to James
and Jean Cosmano of Chicago, Vince came
from a family proud of their Italian heritage. As
a youth, Vince was an achiever, performing in
the high school band and attaining the rank of
Eagle Scout. His passion for teamwork was
shaped during his high school years where he
excelled in football and swimming. Learning
and an education were highly valued traits in
the Cosmano household, Vince’s brothers Don
and Bill chose careers in education and his
sister Jean Marie and youngest brother Rich-
ard succeeded in their respective fields of
work.

In college, Vince followed his passion,
studying history at Illinois State University and
playing the french horn. Fortunately, for the fu-
ture high school band students at OTHS,
Vince’s love for music became his calling. He
graduated from ISU with a B.S. in Education
in 1965, followed by a Masters in Music Edu-
cation in 1971. From 1965 to 1971, Vince
taught school, first in Wyoming, then Piper
City and later Chillicothe. O’Fallon, Illinois
would soon welcome and embrace the dy-
namic Vince Cosmano to their music depart-
ment.

In August of 1976, the music department at
OTHS was poised for change. The newly es-
tablished Panther football program was open
for competition and Edward A. Fulton was
moving from the High School music program
to his roots in the junior high music program.
The Marching Panthers Band of OTHS was
just 10 years old. The Panthers first were
served by John Albert, then Ed Fulton and
then it came to Vince Cosmano. At that time,
the band consisted of 130 members with a
total of 4 buses and no equipment trucks.
Vince debuted with the Panthers at the 1977
U of I field show competition, winning second
place in field, third in parade and a drum
major caption award.

The OTHS Marching Panthers have since
garnered grand championships, national pa-
rades (including appearances at the Macy’s
and the Tournament of Roses parades), tele-
vision appearances and hundreds of other
awards. Through all of the trophies, awards
and citations, the OTHS Marching Panthers
have gained national renown and an even
stronger program under Vince’s direction. Cur-
rently, the music program is comprised of 250
students, six buses, three equipment trucks,
legions of OTHS alumni with support from par-
ents, colleagues, fans and friends.

Vince always credited the students of the
Marching Panthers for their diligence and hard
work—only with great reluctance did he ever
accept individual recognition. He was pre-
viously named ‘‘O’Fallon’s Man of the Year’’
and served as the President of the Illinois
Music Educators Association, District 6. In
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1999, the Illinois High School Association hon-
ored him as the state’s Outstanding Music Ed-
ucator. A national honor quickly followed as
Vince was chosen as the Outstanding Music
Educator for a seven state area by the Na-
tional High School Association. Vince exempli-
fies the philosophy that hard work equals good
things.

As Vince retires, he will enjoy time with his
fiancee Sue and his three sons, Tim, Jeff and
Patrick. His favorite teaching activities—con-
cert band, music theory and private lessons—
will be replaced by fishing, swimming and gar-
dening. Vince will always be remembered as
a man of presence and a man of action.
Whether getting the students up at 4 a.m. to
be ready to march in the Macy’s parade or
helping to take tickets at a Panther Football
game, Vince was there.

It has been through his direct efforts that he
has instilled the qualities of music and respect
into the hearts of the many students he has
touched.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Vince Cosmano and to recognize
his commitment to community service.
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Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I’d
like to say a few words today about one of my
constituents, Damon Szymanski. Damon re-
cently finished his 50th assignment as an
ACDI/VOCA volunteer, a truly extraordinary
achievement.

During Damon’s missions, he has played a
crucial role in helping improve agricultural de-
velopment around the globe, particularly in
central and eastern Europe. He has contrib-
uted dramatically to our national goal of open-
ing global markets through an infusion of our
values of democracy and economic freedom.
Damon has served as a strong bridge be-
tween the United States and the rest of the
world.

He is here in Washington this week to re-
ceive an award from ACDI/VOCA for his
record of outstanding service. On behalf of all
of us, I’d like to say ‘‘thank you’’ to Damon—
for everything he’s done to improve U.S. for-
eign relations and for everything he’s done to
improve the quality of life of people in other
nations.
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Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
recognize Dr. Thomas E. Starzl for his leader-
ship in the field of clinical medicine and his
lifelong commitment to advancing the promise
of organ transplantation.

Known as the ‘‘father of transplantation,’’ Dr.
Starzl performed the world’s first liver trans-
plant in 1963 at the University of Colorado. Al-
most 20 years later, he would join the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh School of Medicine and lead

a surgical team at Presbyterian University
Hospital (now UPMC Presbyterian) in per-
forming the area’s first liver transplant on Feb-
ruary 26, 1981. That was the beginning of a
transplant program and research institute led
by Dr. Starzl that would pave the way for
organ transplantation to become an accepted
practice in the medical community. The inter-
nationally renowned program has performed
over 11,000 lifesaving transplants, by far the
most of any single program in the world, and
influenced the careers of countless surgeons
and physicians. Retired from clinical and sur-
gical service since 1991, Dr. Starzl remains
active in transplant research as director emer-
itus of the institute that was renamed in his
honor in 1996.

On April 27 and 28, 2001, the Thomas E.
Starzl Transplantation Institute and the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh will hold a tribute event for
Dr. Starzl. This tribute is called a ‘‘Festschrift,’’
which is a presentation of a collection of arti-
cles by colleagues, former students and others
published in honor of a noted scholar. The
event celebrates Dr. Starzl’s 75th birthday and
also marks the 20th anniversary of the first
liver transplant performed in Pittsburgh. In ad-
dition to oral and visual presentations, the
Festschrift will officially inaugurate the Starzl
Prize in Surgery and Immunology and unveil a
portrait of Dr. Starzl that will be displayed in
the University of Pittsburgh School of Medi-
cine.

Such an event is fitting for a man whose
résumé includes more than 1,200 presen-
tations; 22 editorial boards; membership in no
less than 58 professional organizations; the
authoring or co-authoring of more than 2,000
scientific articles and four books; 21 honorary
doctorates and more than 175 awards and
honors. Dr. Starzl has been a champion in ad-
vancing the science of organ transplantation,
and in improving and saving the lives of count-
less people.

Today I ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Dr. Thomas E. Starzl, a true national
hero.
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Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Valley
Forge Alumnae Chapter on their decade of
public service.

In 1913, the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority was
founded at Howard University by twenty-two
African American Women. Since then, over
200,000 women have joined chapters all over
the world. The Valley Forge Alumnae Chapter
in my district was founded on February 10,
1991 by 27 civic-minded women who saw the
need for public service in the western suburbs
of Philadelphia.

The Valley Forge Alumnae Chapter has
been active in a number of areas such as eco-
nomic and educational development, inter-
national awareness and involvement, physical
and mental health and political/international
awareness. Through their efforts, they have
successfully produced many community pro-
grams and projects. One such program, ‘‘Pa-

triots of African Descent,’’ commissions artists
in memory of African Americans who fought
for our nation’s independence.

I am pleased and honored to celebrate this
outstanding occasion with the alumnae. They
have played an important role in our commu-
nity and for this they should be commended.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of the Women’s Center of Monmouth
County’s 25th Anniversary. Over the last quar-
ter of a century, the Women’s Center of Mon-
mouth County (WCMC) has made a tremen-
dous difference in the lives of women and
their families throughout Monmouth County.

The WCMC is a New Jersey-based private,
non-profit organization dedicated to ending do-
mestic violence and sexual assault. Since its
inception in 1976, the Center has helped more
than 100,000 women, children and men gain
control of their lives and stop the violence.
Through the help of individuals, government
agencies, small businesses and corporate
partners, the WCMC has had an open door to
a safe shelter and critical services for victims
of domestic violence and sexual assault.

According to the 1999 New Jersey Crime
Clock, a rape occurs every six hours in New
Jersey. In Monmouth County, 70 rapes and 12
sexual assaults were reported in 1999. In fis-
cal Year 2000, the WCMC Rape Care pro-
gram received 1,201 calls, e-mails or walk-ins
from women seeking assistance. A total of
298 survivors and their family members were
accompanied to medical, legal and law en-
forcement agencies.

Services offered by the WCMC include a
hotline, emergency shelter, transitional hous-
ing, counseling, crisis intervention, advocacy,
education and prevention that help end the
cycle of domestic violence and abuse. The
Center works to mobilize concerned individ-
uals, organizations, and civic and religious
groups to end violence and abuse against
women and children through public education,
public policy reforms, and training of allied
professionals. The Center also provides a liai-
son program to family and municipal courts
and an art therapy program for children and
non-offending, parents.

The WCMC has received three national
awards: 1998 United States Crime Victim’s
Rights Service Award for Karen Wengret; the
1998 United States Sunshine Peace Award for
Domestic Violence Administration and the
1999 American Art Therapy Award for Out-
standing Programming for their Amanda’s
Easel program. The Center has also received
numerous accolades from New Jersey and
local organizations for community service and
leadership.

For the past 25 years, the Women’s Center
of Monmouth County has provided a much-
needed service for families affected by domes-
tic violence or sexual assault. I urge all my
colleagues to join me today in recognizing
WCMC’s dedication to ending domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault.
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